
Ich lasse dich nicht, du segnest mich denn
BWV Anh. 159

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)



This motet, previously attributed to Johann Christoph Bach (von Eisenach), Johann’s uncle, is now accepted 
as  J.  S.  Bach's  composition  from his  Weimar  years.   In  the  manuscript  from Carl  Philipp  Emanuel  Bach's 
estate, the first 14 and the last 8 bars are in J. S. Bach’s hand; the rest recognized as in the hand of copyist 
David Kräuter from Augsburg.  Kräuter resided in Weimar between April 1712 and October 1713. Stylistic 
features support  this dating: the simple handling of the text,  the traditional treatment of the double chorus, 
which is limited to repetitions, and the emphasis on the word “Ich”, similar to the beginning of the Weimar 
cantata No. 21 “Ich hatte viel  Bekummernis.”  Thematic creativity for the phrases “Ich lasse dich nicht” – 
“Du segnest  mich den” in the lower parts  of the chorale setting does not match the artistry of Bach’s later 
counterpoint.  The  work  does  possess  striking  features;  for  example:  the  combination  of  an  Old  Testament 
text and the central figure of the New Testament (“mein Jesu”), and the unusual harmony in the final chorale.

Ich lasse dich nicht
BWV Anhang 159

I will not leave you before you bless me, (my Jesus)!

-- Genesis 32:26b

Since you are my God and my Father,
you will not abandon your child,
you, heart of a father,
I am a poor creature of this earth
and have no comfort in this world.

I thank you Christ, Son of God,
that you fill me with this knowledge
by your divine word;
grant me constancy as well,
for the salvation of my soul.

Praise, honor and glory to you
for all the good you have done me.
And I humbly beg you
not to banish me
forever from your countenance.

-- Verses 3, 13 &14 of  “Warum betrübst du dich, mein Herz” (Anon. ca 1560)
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Edition and “engraving” © 2013 SHORCHOR™.  May be freely distributed, duplicated, performed and recorded under the TERMS OF USE described elsewhere in this publication.  This edition is 
not a source for a secondary edition.
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Chorale
"Warum betrübst du dich, mein Herz"




