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Tlhie Fox jump’d over
the Parson’s gafe

henty R. Bishop
(1786-1855)



Sir Henry Rowley Bishop (1786-1855) was born in London, son of a watchmaker and haberdasher. He left full-time
education at age 13 to work as a music-publisher with his cousin. He trained as a jockey and took lessons in
harmony. Bishop worked for all the major theatres of London in his era and was one of the original directors of the
Philharmonic Society. He was Professor of Music in the University of Edinburgh and at the University of Oxford. He
composed or arranged around 120 dramatic works, including 80 operas, light operas, cantatas, and ballets. His
opera “Clari,” with a libretto by the American John Howard Payne, included the song Home! Sweet Home!, which
became enormously popular. It was popular in the United States throughout the American Civil War and after. His
second wife, singer Ann Riviére, sang in every continent and was the most widely travelled opera singer of the 19th
century. He had a plentiful income during his lifetime but died in poverty in London.

The Fox jumped over the Parson’s gate

And stole hs poultry from under his nose;

“0 ho!” quoth the Parson, who popped out his pate,
“A good fat hen, and away she goes!”

Calm, Lady, calm your troubled breast,
Beneath our roof of friendship rest;

There say what most may soothe your woes!
“A good fat hen, and away she goes!”

Friendship! thou canst balm impart
To the wounded suffering heart;

A mourner to thy roofI fly;

And then should silent stars intrude,
The gleam of glistening gratitude
Shall light the drops in sorrow’s eye!

Then away with old care, let the dullard go drown,

Mirth and pleasure life’s short rosy moments should crown,
For what gain or what good e’er from sorrow arose?

“A good fat hen, and away she goes!”

Let’s rejoice!

It doth beseem us,

Let’s be jovial!

Exultemus!

Hence, ye sordid and litigious,
Exultemus!

Prodigious! Prodigious!
Hence, oppression, hence!
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