Gloomy Winter’s
Now dwa

Bernard Govert
(1805-1882)



Bernard Covert (1805-1882) was born in New York and grew up near Franklin, New York. He lived in Albany and became
a well known singer and composer giving solo concerts with temperance music as his specialty. He also became acclaimed
for his “temperance duo” with singer and composer Ossian Dodge. His career eventually led him to settle in Brooklyn. He
appeared with many other popular singers of the time including Joseph P. Webster. He also travelled with Horace Greely
singing political songs at Greely’s events. Many of his songs were performed by the Hutchinson Family Singers, one of the
popular musical troupes of the mid-century. His best-known pieces were “The Sword of Bunker Hill” and “Jamie’s on the
Stormy Sea.” He remained a popular and successful performer until his death. He died in Newburg, New York.

Gloomy winter’s now awa’,

Soft the westlin’ breezes blaw;

’Mang the birks o’ Stanelyshaw

The mavis sings fu’ cheerie O.

Sweet the crawflow’r’s early bell Decks
Gleniffer’s dewy dell,

Blooming like thy bonnie sel’,

My young, my artless dearie O.

Come, my lassie, let us stray

O’er Glenkilloch’s sunny brae,
Blithely spend the gowden day
Midst joys that never wearie O.
Soarin’ o’er the Newton woods,
Lav’rocks fan the snaewhite clouds,
Siller saughs, wi’ downie buds,
Adorn the banks sae brierie O.

Round the sylvan fairy nooks,

Feath’ry breckans fringe the rocks,
Neath the brae the burnie youks,

And ilka thing is cheerie O.

Trees may bud, and birds may sing,
Flow’rs may bloom, and verdure spring,
Joy to me they canna bring,

Unless wi’ thee, my dearie O.

Robert Tannahill (1774-1810)

birks= Beeches
Stanelyshaw= woods
mavis= thrush

brae= hillside

gowden= golden
Lav’rocks= lark
breckans= brakes or ferns
burnie= streamlet

jouks= turns suddenly
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using public domain sources under U. S. copyright law. Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:

please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.

please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation. If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!
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