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When Winds breathe soft, along the quiet Deep,
The Waters curl, the peaceful Billows sleep:
A stronger Gale the troubled Waves awake;
The surface roughens, and the ocean shakes.
More dreadful still, when furious Storms arise,
The mounting Billows bellow to the Skies;
On liquid Rocks the tott’ring Vessel’s toss’d,
Unnumber’d Surges lash the foaming Coast:
The raging Waves, excited by the Blast,
Whiten with wrath, and split the sturdy Mast.
When, in an instant, He who rules the Floods,
Earth, Air, and Fire, Jehovah, God of gods!
In pleasing accents speaks his sovereign Will,
And bids the Waters and the Winds be still.

Luther  Orlando  Emerson was  born  in  Parsonsfield,  
Maine.  He  originally  planned  to  be  a  doctor,  attending  
Parsonsfield  Seminary  and  Effingham  Academy.  
Changing his direction, he studied under the well-known 
music  teacher  Isaac  Woodbury.  He  moved  to  Salem,  
Massachusetts,  where  he  taught  for  several  years.  He  
moved to Boston as organist and musical director at the 
Bulfinch  Street  Church.  He  was  organist  and  musical  
director  in  various  churches  in  Massachusetts,  and  
directed of about 300 musical festivals and conventions. 
He  also  became  associated  with  the  publishing  house  
Oliver  Ditson  &  Company  in  Boston.  He  compiled  
several  collections  of  church  music,  and  authored  a  
number of training manuals and compilations for choirs. 
He died in Hyde Park, Massachusetts.
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