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Alfred Robert Gaul (1837-1913) was born in Norwich. He became a chorister in Norwich Cathedral at
age nine, then was organist at St. John’s Church, Ladywood. He graduated from Cambridge University in
1863 and became conductor of the Walsall Philharmonic Society in 1887. Gaul spent much of his
professional life in Birmingham, where he was Master of Music at St Augustine’s Church, Edgbaston. He
also taught harmony and counterpoint at the Birmingham and Midland Institute and the King Edward VI
High School for Girls. Gaul wrote a large quantity of oratorios, cantatas, hymn tunes, chants, part songs,
and pianoforte pieces. One of his most enduring works is his cantata The Holy City (1882).



The lasses have dressed in their smartest and best,
With ribbons to tie their hair,
In gayest of bows, and our Sunday clothes,
We all to the barn repair.
The tables are laid for the Harvest Feast,
And plenty awaits us there.
The sun-browned reapers, so sturdy and strong,
The gay young lovers, with hearts full of song,
Old wives and gaffers that hobble along,
All join in the Harvest Feasting.

There’s a bountiful spread of beef and of bread,
And many a monster pie,
With fruits fresh and sweet, and wild flowers and wheat
Our tables to beautify;
And glad is our master, and glad his wife,
When the fun of the feast is high.
The sun-browned reapers are sturdy and strong,
The gay young lovers with hearts full of song,
Old wives and gaffers that hobble along,
All join in the Harvest Feasting.

Here’s health and long-life to the squire and his wife,
Let nothing their souls distress;
May they ne’er wish in vain for sunshine or rain,
And seasons of plenteousness.
May they smile every year at the Harvest Feast,
The husbandman’s toil to bless.
When sun-browned reapers, so sturdy and strong,
The gay young lovers with hearts full of song,
Old wives and gaffers that hobble along,
All join in the Harvest Feasting.

Shapcott Wensley [Henry Shapcott Bunce] (1854-1917)
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