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William Knyvett [Knyvete] (1779-1856) was probably born in London,

England. He was educated primarily by his father and the glee composer Samuel
Webbe. He sang in the treble chorus at the Concerts of Antient Music, appointed
one of the gentlemen of the Chapel Royal, and became a lay vicar of
Westminster Abbey and a composer of the Chapel Royal. He became
well-known as an alto or contra-tenor singer, appearing at London concerts and
at the provincial festivals for over forty years. He was conductor of the Concerts
of Antient Music, conductor at the Birmingham festivals, and the York festival.
His compositions were successful, including pieces written for the coronation of
George IV, and the coronation of Queen Victoria. He died at Ryde, Isle of Wight.

Hark! To Philomela singing,
Sweetly warbling in the vale;
Hark! the village bells are ringing,
Softly murm’ring on the gale.

By that stream, so gently flowing,
Stands our poor, though happy, shed;
Winds that ever kindly blowing,
O’er its unprotected head.

There in tranquil ease and pleasure,
Each revolving year we dwell;
Blest with every heart-felt treasure,

In our poor and humble cell.
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