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Carl Franz Edmund Kretschmer (1830-1908) was born in Ostritz and studied organ in Dresden.  By 1854, 
he  became  organist  of  the  Catholic  Court  Church.   In  1863,  he  was  appointed  choral  conductor  at  the 
Kapellknabeninstituts and, in 1880, the Hofkirche.  He composed 80 operas and numerous orchestral works. 
Kretschmer died in Dresden and is buried in the Old Catholic Cemetery. He was an honorary citizen of his 
hometown, where a street still bears his name.

O be joyful in God, all ye lands:
sing praises unto the honour of his Name:
O come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear God: 
and I will tell you what he hath done for my soul. Alleluia.

Psalm 65: 1-2, 16 (Vulgate)
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