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Henry Ernest Nichol (1862-1926) was born in Hull,  Yorkshire,  England.  He originally planned to 
be a civil engineer but abandoned an apprenticeship to study music privately, then graduated from 
Oxford University.  He settled back in Hull as performer and teacher.  He was music master at Hull 
Grammar  School,  organist  at  St.  Andrew’s,  conductor  of  the  North  Cave  Choral  Society,  and 
conductor  of  the  Newport  Harmonic  Society.   He  was  also  musical  editor  for  The  Sunday  School 
Union  and  wrote  books  on  choir  training  and  a  primer  on  transposition  at  sight.   He  died  in 
Yorkshire,  England.   His  compositions  include  cantatas,  services,  anthems,  carols,  hymns,  songs, 
piano pieces,  and part-songs.   His best known hymn is “We've a Story to Tell  to the Nations.”   He 
often wrote under the pseudonym Colin Sterne, an anagram of his name. 



I heard the trailing garments of the Night
  Sweep through her marble halls!
I saw her sable skirts all fringed with light
  From the celestial walls!

I heard the sounds of sorrow and delight,
  The manifold, soft chimes,
That =ill the haunted chambers of the Night,
  Like some old poet’s rhymes.

I felt her presence, by its spell of might,
  Stoop o’er me from above;
The calm, majestic presence of the Night,
  As of the one I love.

From the cool cisterns of the midnight air
  My spirit drank repose;
The fountain of perpetual peace =lows there,—
  From those deep cisterns =lows.

O holy Night! from thee I learn to bear
  What man has borne before!
Thou layest thy =inger on the lips of Care,
  And they complain no more.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–1882)
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ṁore.

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

-

-

-

-

11Hymn to the night

J. Fischer & Bro.
(1898)



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature.  Choir resources can purchase other literature 
still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using public domain 
sources under U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


