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Wilberfoss George Owst (1861-1928) was born in London,
England. He was educated at King’s College, London, and
studied with prominent teachers in Stuttgart, Germany. He
immigrated to the U.S., settling in Baltimore, Maryland. He
was organist at St. Michael and All Angels Protestant
Episcopal Church and St. John’s, Waverly, in Baltimore. He
taught theory and composition at the College of Music in
Washington, D. C., and the Maryland College of Music. He
was also music critic for the Baltimore Herald and the
Baltimore Sun. He composed works for violin and piano,
vocal songs, a cantata, a melodrama, a Communion Service,
anthems, choruses, quartets for male voices, and part-songs.

TERMS OF USE

“Weary wind of the west,
Over the billowy sea—

Come to my heart, and rest!
Ah, rest with me!

Come from the distance dim,
Bearing the sun’s last sigh;

I hear thee sobbing for him
Through all the sky.”

So the wind came,
Purpling the middle sea,
Crisping the ripples of flame—
Came unto me;
Came with a rush to the shore,
Came with a bound to the hill,
Fell and died at my feet—
Then all was still.

Thomas Edward Brown (1830-1897)
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