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William Webster Pearson (1839-1913) was born at Bishop Auckland, Durham, England.
He was a chorister of York Minster, but was mainly a self-taught musician. He served as
organist and choirmaster of Elmhurst Parish Church, Norfolk; was violinist with a
quintet at East Dereham; taught violin at Norfolk County School, Dereham; served as
master of music and art at Watts’ Naval College, North Elmham; was conductor of
numerous bands; and a teacher of violin, organ, and piano. He invented a system of
sight-singing called “Substitution of Pitch” or “Staff Tonic Sol-Fa” and developed a staff
modulator to aid the learning of sight-singing. His compositions include anthems, organ
works, piano pieces, songs, dance music, a cantata for female voices, and part songs. A
number of his part songs were very popular. He was also a skilled amateur artist,
painting in oil and watercolor. He died at South Walsham, Norfolk.

Where hammers loud clang and fires glow white,
The fitters ply their trade;

Of iron, and steel, and metal bright
His giant limbs are made.

A thousand thralls have hewn his path,
Through mountain, vale, and town;

A thousand thralls dig out his food,

A hundred fathoms down.

As swift as Death, as sure as Fate,

He rushes, so wild and free,

For wind or tide he ne’er doth wait,
Past the sleeping hamlet,

Under sheltering trees,

Silvered by the moonlight,

Waving in the breeze;

Or through the yellow cornfields,
Glowing in the sun.

Over spreading rivers

As they seaward run.

He rushes wild and free;

For wind or tide he ne’er doth wait.
And on flies this steed that naught can tire,
With piercing, thrilling scream;

His heart is filled with raging fire,

His veins with potent steam.

See, far behind his white breath floats,
Like beard of hoary sage;

His red eyes glare thro’ midnight air,
Like tiger’s, mad with rage.

And now they cram his fiery maw,
With black and dusty coal,

He snorts and pants, and onward flies,
Until he gains the goal.

As swift as Death, as sure as Fate,

He rushes wild and free;

For wind or tide he ne’er doth wait,
For weather, what cares he?

Through the quiet valley,

Where the streamlets stray;

By the grassy hillside

Swift he cleaves his way.

Then past the copse where blackbirds
Warble loud and clear.

To the noisy city,

Through the tunnel drear.

James Lewton-Brain (1854-1922)
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