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Learning gains what gold can never, 
     Virtue’s purer than the pearl; 
And man’s genius flashes brighter 
     Than the diamond of an Earl: 
Fortune gives to few her favors, 
     But our brows we all may bind, 
If we labor well and truly, 
     With the jewels of the mind.

Attr. Dr. Barstow

Brightly shine the gems of India, 
     And the yellow gold is bright; 
Sparkling is the diamond’s lustre, 
     And the pearl is purely white; 
But more precious, brighter jewels 
     Than in distant climes we find, 
Far more worthy of our keeping, 
     Are the jewels of the mind.
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Frederic  Henry Pease (1839-1909)  was  born in  Farmington,  Ohio,  son of  a  founder  of  Oberlin  College.   Showing talent  as  a  singer  and on the 
violin, he attended a nearby singing school as a child.  He paid for his textbook by working a neighbor’s plough-horse.  He was educated at Oberlin 
and left  to  accompany E.  M.  Foote,  holding  musical  conventions.   He spent  tine  studying  in  Boston  and settled  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan.   He was 
appointed  professor  of  music  at  Michigan  State  Normal  School,  holding  that  position  until  his  death.   At  Michigan  State,  he  established  the 
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