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Ciro Ercole Pinsuti, il cavaliere, (1829-1888) was born
in Sinalunga, Siena, Italy, and grounded in music and
piano studies by his father. His public debut was at age
ten and at eleven he was made honorary member of the
Accademia Filharmonica. = He then studied piano,
composition and violin in England for five years.
Returning to Italy, he entered the Conservatorio at
Bologna and was a private pupil of Rossini. He moved
back to England in 1848 and became a teacher of singing.
In 1856 he was appointed a professor at the Academy of
Music in London. He became well known as a composer
with three operas, but was especially recognized for
composing over 230 songs, 35 duets, 14 trios and 45
part-songs which were great favorites with the singing
societies of England. In 1878, King Humbert created him
a knight of the Italian crown. He died in Florence.

What ho! ye graybeard mariners,

Now whither do ye sail?

Your hearts are light, the skies are bright,
And cheerly blows the gale.

“The world is wide,” they laughing said,
“The merry world is free;

We’re bound for Eldorado,

Across the golden sea!”

Thou pale and lonely maiden,

Upon the ocean strand,

Whom seekest thou with patient brow?
Why wavest thou thy hand?

“The summer comes, the summer dies,”
The maiden answered low;

“I wait for one who sailed away

These many years ago!”

Creep home, thou lonely maiden,
Creep home and sleep thy sleep;
The fondest hearts that ever lived
Lie buried in the deep.

Come back, ye graybeard mariners,
Trust not the tempting gleam,

The land of Eldorado

Is but a poet’s dream!

Frederic Edward Weatherly (1848-1929)
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