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Ciro Ercole Pinsuti, i/ cavaliere, (1829-1888) was born in Sinalunga, Siena, Italy, and grounded in music and piano
studies by his father. His public debut was at age ten and at eleven he was made honorary member of the Accademia
Filharmonica. He then studied piano, composition and violin in England for five years. Returning to Italy, he entered
the Conservatorio at Bologna and was a private pupil of Rossini. He moved back to England in 1848 and became a
teacher of singing. In 1856 he was appointed a professor at the Academy of Music in London. He became well
known as a composer with three operas, but was especially recognized for composing over 230 songs, 35 duets, 14
trios and 45 part-songs which were great favorites with the singing societies of England. In 1878, King Humbert
created him a knight of the Italian crown. He died in Florence.

William Alfred White (1877-1922) was born in Baltimore, Maryland, and was educated at Columbia University
and the New England Conservatory. He became a successful and respected music educator with numerous positions
including music teacher at Raleigh, NC, director of music at Northwestern University, professor of music at Syracuse
University, and director of music at Western Kentucky State Normal School. He also served as director of music in
the Public Schools of Des Moines, 1A, and director of music in the public schools of Denver, Colorado. He died in
Denver. He authored several music education books. He composed a number of pieces and edited and arranged
pieces for use by school choirs.



Welcome, pretty primrose flow’r

That comes when sunshine comes,

When rainbows arch the silver shower

Of ev’ry cloud that roams.

I joy to see thy promise bloom,

That tells of spring’s new day!

And in my thoughts afar I roam,

O’er sunny haunts away!

Welcome, welcome, welcome, primrose flow’r!

Welcome, pretty primrose flow'’r,
To me thy coming seems

1o wake again the springtime hour,
With sunshine in its dreams.

Gazing on thee, early flower,

I seem to hear the spring

That calls the sunshine every hour,

And tells the bird to sing!

And as [ dream, my dream is rife

With thought akin to thee;

Of glad spring life, a sweet spring life,

That’s very dear to me.

Welcome, welcome, welcome, primrose flow’r.
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