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Hutchings & Romer
(1875)

THE COQUETTE

O’er the meadows tripped sweet Kitty,
    On a dewy morn in spring,
Like a lark, her blithesome ditty
    Gaily, lightly carolling,
        So la la! Le ralla.

Lubin, as she passed beside him,
    Oft implored her for a kiss;
Roguishly awhile she eyed him,  
    Tripped away, then carolled this,
        So la la! Le ralla.

Ribbons red young Colin proffers,
    Robin with his heart would wile,
But she mocks at all their offers,
    Singing, as she mounts the stile,
        So la la! Le ralla.

translated from Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832)

Frederick  William  Boyton  Smith (l837-1911) 
was  born  at  Dorchester,  England.  He  was 
educated  at  Hereford  Cathedral  and  at 
Winchester  Cathedral  under  Samuel  Sebastian 
Wesley.  He  was  organist  at  Dorchester  Parish 
Church and director of the Dorchester Orchestral 
Vocal  Association.  He  was  a  friend  of  novelist 
Thomas  Hardy  and  set  many  of  the  writer’s 
poems  to  music.  His  compositions  include 
services,  anthems,  organ  pieces,  many  piano 
pieces,  songs  and  part-songs.  His  brother 
Edward  Sydney  Smith  was  an  accomplished 
pianist  and composer  and his  sister  Clara  was a 
teacher of music. He died in Dorchester.
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