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David Christmas Williams (1871-1926) was born in Llanwrtyd, Brecknock, Wales.
Composing by the age of 14, he was educated at University College, Cardiff, and
South Wales School of Music. He studied under Dr. Joseph Parry and became his
assistant. He was organist and choirmaster at a chapel in Penart, then a music teacher
at Merthyr Tydfil and organist of Hope chapel. He was the conductor of Merthyr
Musical Society and the North Glamorgan Orchestral Society. His music, popular in
London, included cantatas, a suite for orchestra, an orchestral overture, numerous
works for male voices, hymns, anthems, and part-songs.



‘O Mary, go and call the cattle home,
And call the cattle home,
And call the cattle home
Across the sands of Dee;’
The western wind was wild and dank with foam,
And all alone went she.

The western tide crept up along the sand,
And o’er and o’er the sand,
And round and round the sand,
As far as eye could see.

The rolling mist came down and hid the land:
And never home came she.

‘Oh! is it weed, or fish, or floating hair,
A tress of golden hair,
A drowned maiden’s hair
Above the nets at sea?

Was never salmon yet that shone so fair
Among the stakes of Dee.’

They rowed her in across the rolling foam,
The cruel crawling foam,
The cruel hungry foam,
To her grave beside the sea:
But still the boatmen hear her call the cattle home
Across the sands of Dee.

Charles Kingsley (1819-1875)
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